
The big news this month is 
our Other Village Home Tour – 
East English Village.

The tour will run from 1-5 
p.m. Oct. 9. We will be featuring 
the first Project 14 home that 
has been renovated for a DPD 
officer. The showcase house 
will feature design products 
from Elegance BY Design and 
Hagopian World of Rugs and 

other fine home furnishing 
companies as well as a fine 
selection of 2012 Lincoln and 
Ford automobiles from our 
neighbor Maxey Lincoln and 
Ford dealerships based in EEV 
and downtown. The show 
house is a former foreclosure 
home that is under the land 
bank’s ownership. Along with 
the show house we will feature 

other homes for sale in various 
stages of redevelopment. Area 
gardens and local musicians 
will entertain the crowds as they 
go from property to property. 
East English Village will again 
host the Kennedy rug that was a 
private piece of history from the 
late Jacquelyn Kenney Onassis 

I believe September is one of 
my favorite months… the days and 
nights are cooler but still reliable to 
enjoy and relax. It’s a workable time 
as well to start or finish some of the 
house projects we either love or hate 
to think about but there’s still time 
to wrap it up and still have some 
fun outside. 

This past month I took some 
time finally for a vacation of 
sorts – it seemed my job and the 
neighborhood somehow went on 

Harper

Mack

C
ad

ie
ux

O
ut

er
 D

r./
W

hi
tti

er      
A community of choice since 1913

September 2011 • Volume 35, No. 9

Calendar
EEV Community 
Meeting and Pot 
Luck: 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 21, 
St. Clare Montefalco, 
1406 Whittier
Board meeting: 7 
p.m. Monday, Sept. 19
Garden Club: 10 
a.m. Saturday, Sept. 
17, 4176 Harvard
EEV Home Tour: 1-5 
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 9

Around the neighborhood
The August 13 Garage Sale 
was a great success this year. 
The day was beautiful and 
the neighborhood was full of 
buyers and lookers. A huge 
thank you to all who paid the 
$5 registration fee! It enables 
the sale committee to adver-
tise the sale, and bring in 
more customers. The sale also 
helps to showcase our beauti-
ful neighborhood, so we can 
continue to be a "Detroit 
Neighborhood of Choice."

www.eastenglishvillage.org

President's 
message

See PRESIDENT, Page 4

See TOUR, Page 4

Get ready for the 2nd  
EEV Home Tour!
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Officers
President: William Barlage, 884-0554, 
president@eastenglishvillage.org
1st Vice President: Terri Shaw, 
vicepresident1@eastenglishvillage.org
2nd Vice President: Latisha Johnson, 
670-0707, vicepresident2@easteng-
lishvillage.org
Treasurer: Tanya Cleveland, treasur-
er@eastenglishvillage.org
Secretary: Bee Davis, 882-3169, sec-
retary@eastenglishvillage.org

Street representatives
Outer Drive/Whittier: Harry Davis, 
odwhittier@eastenglishvillage.org
Chandler Park: Barbara Pitts, chan-
dlerpark@eastenglishvillage.org
Kensington: Fred Vitale, 580-4905, 
kensington@eastenglishvillage.org
Yorkshire: Janet Meeks, yorkshire@
eastenglishvillage.org
Bishop: Marc Tirikian, 460-1975, bish-
op@eastenglishvillage.org
Grayton: Brad Dick, grayton@easteng-
lishvillage.org
Harvard: Joe Balistreri, 310-3957, har-
vard@eastenglishvillage.org
Cadieux: Erica Wilson, cadieux@east-
englishvillage.org

Mailing address
P.O. Box 241009, Detroit, MI 48224

Note: If you have questions or wish to 
volunteer for one of the committees, 
please use the appropriate email 
address listed here or call the EEV 
message line, 313-216-1729.

Committees
Residential
Residential Chair: Beckie 
Themer, 882-3188, residential@
eastenglishvillage.org
Vacant Property Upkeep: Marie 
Cierpial 510-4470
Code Enforcement: code@east-
englishvillage.org
Garden Club: David Teeter 640-
7627, gardenclub@eastenglish-
village.org
Paid Security: Debbie Brady, 
886-7360, security@eastenglish-
village.org
Volunteer Safety Patrol: Gwen 
Wee, 882-3042; weeshop@sbc-
global.net
Senior Services: Susie 
Rookard, seniorservices@east-
englishvillage.org
Commercial Chair: Terry Shaw, 
commercial@eastenglishvillage.
org

East English Village HOTLINE: 
 313-216-1729 

association@eastenglishvillage.
org

Newsletter 
Editor: newsletter@eastenglishvil-
lage.org
Advertising Editor: Debbie Brady, 
advertising@eastenglishvillage.org
Layout: Diana McNary, layout@
eastenglishvillage.org
Newsletter Committee: Jackie 
Cayton, Steve Babson, David 
Nicholson
Lost Pets: Karlene Trump, 882-
2579, lostpets@eastenglishvillage.
org
Bike patrol: Fred Vitale, 580-4905
Welcoming/Hospitality: MaryBeth 
Strong, 886-6096, welcome@east-
englishvillage.org
Seasonal Maintenance: Walter 
Strong, maintenance@eastenglish-
village.org
Webmaster: Charlie Ericson, web-
master@eastenglishvillage.org and 
Nancy Brigham
Recycling: Fred Vitale, recycle@
eastenglishvillage.org, 580-4905

Distribution 
sponsor
EEV thanks Ameribilt 
Construction who will 
sponsor distribution of our 
newsletter from July-
December 2011!

As a nation and as a 
neighborhood we will be 
remembering so many fellow 
Americans losing their lives 
this month ten years ago on 
September 11. For some it 
seems it just happened, and 

for some it is still just not 
believable that something like 
this could happen to anyone 
of us in the United States on 
a sunny day at the end of 
summer. We pay tribute to all 
who perished and will 

always remember and honor 
the courage shown that day 
and the lives cut short so 
quickly. Let us remember by 
going to church, flying a flag 
or perhaps taking a moment 
of silence for reflection.

September 11 — a memorial tribute

EEV Stickers 
for Sale
Remember you can pur-
chase a blue and white 
oval EEV sticker at any 

monthly 
communi-
ty meet-
ing for 
only $3. 

The sale of decals will fund 
materials for neighborhood 
cleanups.

Our amazing newsletter reaches more than 2,100 homes and has at least 5,000 readers 
each month.  That is why advertisers benefit from placing their ads in our newsletter.  Our 
newsletter benefits from the advertisers as well.  The cost of their ads help support the the 
cost of printing and distribution.

The newsletter is the primary tool that keeps our neighbors informed about activities in 
our community.   If you want to continue reading our newsletter, consider placing an ad. Ask 
your dentist, barber, butcher, vet, carpet cleaner, or landscaper if they would like to place an 
ad.  Each of us knows someone that would benefit from advertising in the newsletter. 

Our 2011 monthly rates are listed below
Business card $25
Quarter page $50
Half page $90
Full page $175
Back page $275
Insert printed page- 1 sided $250
Insert printed page -2 sided $300
Insert  provided $100
Classified:  $1 per ad, plus $1 per line

Extra extra — read all about it!

All ads must be paid for in 
advance by cash, money order/
check (payable to East English 
Village). Credit card payments 
accepted at our website:  
www.eastenglishvillage.org. 
Payments also accepted in 
person at our monthly town 
meetings. Mail payments to 
EEV, Kensington Station, PO 
BOX 241009, Detroit, MI 48224. 
For more information, call 313-
216-1729 or email- newsletter@
eastenglishvillage.org. Want to help? Call Debbie at (313) 886-7360.



The East English Village 
Garden Club meeting on 
Sunday, Aug. 21 was full of 
flavor and fragrance. We 
enjoyed a presentation by Pat 
Cardellia and Sue Ternes of 
the Grosse Pointe Unit of the 
Herb Society of America. Ms. 
Cardellia and Ms. Ternes 
shared some of the 
characteristics, histo-
ry and culture of 
various herbs, as 
well as practi-
cal tips on 
growing and 
caring for the 
herbs. We 
learned that 
parsley may 
attract 
Monarch butterflies; flowers 
from basil and chives can be 
used to add flavor and dress 
up your salads. Our speakers 
and members also brought 
examples of  herbs to "sam-
ple" by smell and taste. We 
tried watercress, which is 
pungent, and stevia, surpris-

ingly sweet. The afternoon 
was completed with wonder-
ful refreshments prepared by 
our hostess, Belva Davis, 
including a tomato basil salad 
(with basil from Belva's gar-
den), and a refreshing spar-
kling lemonade.  

     The September 
meeting of 
the Garden 

Club will be 
hosted by 

Bettina Boyd 
at 4176 
Harvard, 
at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, 

Sept. 17. The meeting will 
begin with a discussion of 
garden tools. This will also be 
a "working" meeting! 
Following the discussion, we 
will plant chrysanthemums 
around the five neighborhood 
signs. This will be part of 
sprucing up our community 
and preparing for the guests 
who will be visiting during 
the EEV Home and Garden 

Tour on Sunday, Oct. 9.  
We are also looking for 

volunteers who would like to 
help greet guests to the gar-
dens on the tour. For ques-
tions or to volunteer, call 640-
7627, or send an email to 
dteeter@ameritech.net. 
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Mrs. Weatherby is bea-
glerific! And it’s okay if 
that’s not a word, because 
once you meet this sweet 
4-year-old girl, you’ll be 
singing her praises too. 
Weighing just 35 pounds, 
Mrs. Weatherby is a bit of 
a shy girl who could use 
lots of encouragement and 
praise. If you think you can 
provide the home this 
wonderful pup deserves, 
come meet her today! The 
adoption fee includes ster-
ilization, age-appropriate 
vaccinations and much 
more. For more informa-
tion, visit the Michigan 
Humane Society’s Detroit 
Center for Animal Care or 
call (313) 872-3400 and 
provide the pet ID number, 
13381560.

MHS Pet  
of the Month

Garden Club to plant flowers

Around the neighborhood

Harvard Street Representative Joe Balistreri and a friend enjoy a quiet late-season 
day at the Chandler Park Water Park. Be sure to check out this nearby family fun 
spot next summer!

Basil is a 
favorite easy-
to-grow herb.
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vacation with me… the weather 
continued to be hot and muggy 
and the business climate in 
August was rolling over some 
bumps that we all know too well 
these days. But I was able to do 
some fun and enlightening things 
around town – I enjoyed Belle 
Isle several times with the dogs 
as well as shopped and went 
sightseeing in and around the city, 
which I had not done in a while. 
All enjoyable but the best part 
was the last day of vacation – 
one goal was to join the Detroit 
Institute of Arts – which I did in 
the last two hours on a Sunday. 
The membership desk whisked 
me through the paperwork 
and I had about two hours to 
refresh my memory of the great 
institution that we forget sits 
right in our back yard and it’s 
full of treasures and history. You 
can obtain more information by 
calling 313-833-7971.

I was also able to attend 
a Next Detroit meeting with 
a wonderful guest speaker 
covering Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design. 
The evening was full of positive 
and engaging information with 
regard to preventing crime in 
unique ways through design. 
We were so impressed with 
the presentation from Barry 
Horrobin, Director of Planning 
and Physical Resources from 
the Windsor Police department, 
I asked if he come review the 
program at a future general 
meeting. The program highlights 
designs on lighting, landscape 
ideas as well as how you convey 
how secure your house or 
garage is. We hope to hear from 
Horrobin at a future meeting. 

At the general meeting I 
will also review the latest grant 
and loan  opportunities for 
homeowners in EEV with regard 
to the Detroit Works Program. 
Please plan to attend with your 
neighbors!

There will be a fall garage sale 
at St Matthew Catholic Church 

starting on Friday, Sept. 30– Oct. 2. 
The church is located on Whittier 
road and Harper Avenue. 

Please plan on joining us for a 
fun-filled evening on the Sept. 21 
– we rolled out the new meeting 
format In August to everyone’s 
liking. 

I hope the last holiday of 
the season was sun filled and 
safe. Please remember school 
has started so please be careful 
driving in EEV.

Best regards,
Bill Barlage, President

President
Continued from Page 1

estate. All the fun starts at my residence. I invite you 
to bring a buyer for an EEV home to the event. We 
will also have on hand local school representatives, 
businesspeople and real estate professionals to answer 
questions as well as residents new and old for their 
take on why they chose to live in EEV.

With a large crowd of newcomers coming into 
EEV to see the properties please take some time 
to make sure your property is shipshape – a little 
weeding and paint go a long way!

Bill Barlage, President

Tour
Continued from Page 1



If you have found your-
self in a situation where 
you witness a crime taking 
place or have been a victim 
of a crime, please be proac-
tive and take the following 
steps:.

• Call the police at 911

• Call your street rep,  
your block captain, and 
security (names are in the 
newsletter)

• Call our HOTLINE to 
report any suspicious activ-
ity at (313) 216-1729. Give 
as much information as 

possible: Physical descrip-
tions of the car, the people, 
and license plate number. 
Take photos if possible. 

• Be a presence outside 
to possibly thwart further 
action by the criminals. 

• Keep your front porch 
light and motion sensors on 
at all times.

• Volunteer with our 
driving patrol

• Subscribe to our paid 
security - the more who 
participate, the more hours 
they are on patrol.

• Know your neighbors 
and watch out for each 
other.

These actions truly make 
a difference in the timeli-
ness and efficacy of 
response to a crime. For 
example, last fall, a neigh-
bor on Grayton complained 
that strangers in an 
unmarked white van were 
taking items (leaded glass 
windows, solid oak doors, 
etc) out of a vacant house. 
The street rep was called 
and within a few minutes, 
several security patrol driv-
ers with flashing lights vis-
ited the house and talked to 
the people entering the 
house. The police also 
quickly came, since both 
the resident and the neigh-
borhood administration 
called the police depart-
ment. 

This is one of many 
examples of the multi-facet-
ed reporting system (911, 
hotline, street rep/block 
captain) working for EEV. 
This proactive, multi-facet-
ed approach to reporting 
criminal activity is our best 
tool for keeping our neigh-
borhood a safe, peaceful 
place.
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Be the eyes and ears of your neighborhood



East English Village 
(EEV) has a paid security 
car service, however, we 
also have our own volunteer 
group. The EEV Volunteer 
Car Patrol supplements the 
paid security car service. A 
number of residents drive 
or bike through our neigh-
borhood blocks, being the 
observant good neighbor. 

At our August 10 
monthly EEV meeting, 
EEV President Bill Bar-
lage told us how Harvard 
Street Representative Joe 

Balistreri’s bike drive-bys 
interrupted a recent home 
break-in. Also, that the De-
troit Police Department and 
active community involve-

ment have helped in the 
capture of copper thieves in 
our area.

In updating our car 
patrol schedule, I was re-
minded how many people 
it takes to make our patrol-
ling more comprehensive. 
We have a number of time 
slots open where another 
“set of vigilant eyes” would 
be most helpful. Volunteers 
commit to a time that is 
best for them, then drive 
through our EEV streets 
noting any suspicious ac-

tions or just looking at the 
beautiful homes and land-
scaping. Our neighborhood 
has such beautiful homes 
and gardens that it’s easy 
to get ideas on thing to do 
with our own homes.

Please contact Gwen 
Wee at (313) 882-3042 or 
weeshop@sbcglobal.net 
to add your name to our 
volunteer car patrol, ask 
questions or give sugges-
tions.  

— Gwen Wee

By Fred Vitale
Detroit remains commit-

ted to curbside recycling ac-
cording to Ron Brundidge, 
Director, Department of 

Public Works. Mayor Dave 
Bing's 2011-12 proposed 
budget for curbside recy-
cling is less than half this 
year's figure — which was 

only 44% of the initial 2009 
start-up allocation. 

About 28,000 households 
in East and West Detroit had 
curbside service in 2010. On 
average, 28% of the resi-
dents in these areas collec-
tively recycled 98.5 tons per 
month.

In May 2011, with house-
hold occupancy in the pilot 
areas down to 24,872, 35% 
of the residents recycled 70 
tons. 

East English Village 
residents have been excited 
about curbside recycling; 
it has been one more of the 
many attractive features 
bringing new neighbors, 
thinking citizens.

Make sure you recycle as 
much as you can. Recyclable 
items – newspaper, card-
board including all packing 
materials, metals and plas-
tics – often are larger than 
the recycle bin. No problem. 
Place them along side and 
our cooperative city work-
ers are picking up the items.

There is talk of introduc-

ing a recycling program as 
part of school programs in 
our neighborhood which 
would help too.  Children’s 
support can make the dif-
ference between a house 
recycling and not recycling.

 Sadly, the city will not 
support another Household 
Hazardous Waste Drop-
off Day this year. We look 
forward to next Earth Day 
for the next Drop-off Day in 
East English Village.  

If you can’t wait until 
next year or for any ques-
tions about recycling, please 
contact Recycle Here at 313-
871-4000. They are located 
at 1331 Holden Ave, Detroit, 
MI 48202. They are open 
Wednesday: 10AM-6PM 
and Saturday: 9AM-3PM. 
Web address: www.recycle-
here.net. You can also call 
me at 313-580-4905.

(statistics and budget 
information from The Activ-
ist, published by the Southeast 
Michigan Group of the Sierra 
Club, August 2011)
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Volunteer Car Patrol

Recycling continues despite budget cuts



Eagle Sports Club’s 
website states, “ESC is a 
Christian-based organiza-
tion that is working with 
children and families 
to revitalize neighbor-
hoods,  restore parks,  
and encourage spiritual 
survival.” Their mission 
is “to build life-changing 
relationships through 
sports, camps, and tutor-
ing.”

One of ESC’s pro-
grams, called SOAR, 
offers low-cost tutoring 
in reading for grades 1-8 
students. This individu-
alized instruction takes 
place at Grace Commu-

nity Church. It is offered 
twice weekly and costs 
$25 per month. You may 
register your child for 
Monday/Wednesday or 
Tuesday/Thursday tutor-
ing, and sessions are held 
from 4:30-5:30 p.m.or 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Students will be given a 
reading test to determine 
eligibility. Now in its 
fifth year, SOAR has seen 
some remarkable results, 
with an average reading 
improvement of over two 
levels in one year!

Perhaps you have one 
hour per week during the 
school year to spare? You 

could tutor a struggling 
reader, and SOAR could 
use your help. You do 
have to attend a train-
ing session, which lasts 
an hour and a half, to 
become a SOAR mentor. 
Many dates in September 
are offered for this train-
ing, so it should be easy 
to fit with your schedule. 

Eagle Sports Club is 
also offering fall soccer 
for ages 4-14 and flag 
football for ages 7-14. 
Registration is taking 
place now. The league 
runs from Sept. 24 to Oct. 
29. All games take place 
on Saturdays at Balduck 

Park. The $35 league fee 
includes a soccer uniform 
(jersey and socks) or a 
football jersey for flag 
football. Hurry! After 
Sept. 16 the league fee 
changes to $50.

For both the sports 
and tutoring programs, 
you may stop by Grace 
Community Church, 
21001 Moross between 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. You can 
print out the registra-
tion forms ahead of time 
from their website, www.
eaglesportsclub.com. To 
become a SOAR mentor, 
you may register online 
at the same web address.

Fall activities: Tutoring, mentoring and sports

For EEV's first sea-
son in the league, 
the team did well. 
The team's final 
league standing 
was 11th out of 
22 neighborhood 
teams, third in 
their division.  
They competed in 
August at COPA 
Detroit II, the 
season-ending 
playoff tourna-
ment at Belle Isle, 
and lost in the 
third round in an 
overtime shootout. 
For more informa-
tion on the De-
troit City Futbol 
League check out 
http://detroitcity-
futbol.com
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EEV soccer team

Front Row: Matt Roling, Ty Clutterbuck, Heidi Torgerson, David Esof, Julie Jozwiak, Elena 
Fracassa, Sandra Hammel
Back Row (standing): Neal Gross, Mary Ellen Lowe, Bill Simonsen, Mike Marks, Marc 
Tirikian, ML Elrick, Jeremiah Hess, Tom Corsentino
Not in Picture: Helen Broughton, Nadia Tremonti, Mike Gentile, Trish Hubbell, Jen Han-
del, Charlie Hill, Don Rosati, Charlie Pearson and Paul Harbin
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DPD works to reduce calls 
for false alarms 

The Detroit Police De-
partment has implemented 
a new practice, “verification 
response,” which went into 
effect in August. 

More than 98 percent of 
the alarms that Detroit Police 
Department officers respond 
to are false. Because of this, 
DPD now will require a “ver-
ified response” from alarm 
companies before sending 
officers to the location, said 
Chief Ralph L. Godbee, Jr.  

A verified response means 
that an alarm company 
must verify that a burglar or 
break-in alarm is one of the 2 
percent of true alarms before 
contacting DPD.  Once the 
alarm company verifies the 
alarm, DPD will dispatch 
officers to the location. DPD 
reviewed calls for service 
and determined that false 
alarms have the greatest fi-
nancial and staffing impact 
of any class of calls. As more 
and more cities and police 

departments face limited 
resources and budget cuts, 
a logical area of reduction is 
unproductive calls for ser-
vice. Alarm  responses are 
consistently 98 percent false 
nationally. 

Verification of burglar 
alarms ensures police officers 
are dispatched to true crimes, 
emergencies, and reports of 
suspicious behavior.  Benefits 
of verified response include:  

• Significant time savings 
for police, allowing more 
time for preventative policing 
activities (such as visibility on 
patrol and community rela-
tions);  

• Freeing police officers 
to respond to higher priority 
emergency calls;

• Reduction of calls to the 
911 system, improving opera-
tor availability and answer 
time.

A report published by the 
United States Department of 
Justice recognized verified 

response as a best practice 
toward eliminating waste 
and improving police service. 
Since 1991, some 30 police 
departments in the United 
States and Canada have 
adopted verified response 
and proven its effectiveness. 
Research has showed that 
initial concerns expressed by 
citizens and the alarm  in-
dustry that burglary rates 
would spike as a result were 
unwarranted.  Data from 
cities requiring a verified 
response before dispatching 
officers shows no clear trend 
for an increase in burglaries 
after implementation. Many 
police departments require 
alarm companies to verify 
alarms before dispatching 
officers.  The Las Vegas Met-
ropolitan Police Department 
first implemented verified re-
sponse in 1991. They continue 
to practice it today, and many 
other departments have fol-
lowed their lead.  

EEV mum 
sale Oct. 9
We will be having a 
chrysanthemum sale 
during the EEV Home 
Tour, Oct. 9. Get your 
beautiful fall mums for a 
great price — 9" pots for 
$5 each — and help 
support the village.
To help make sure you 
get the mums you'd like, 
please pre-order by 
emailing Michael 
Ameloot at mameloot@
yahoo.com. Pre-orders 
must be received by 
Saturday, Oct. 1.
Indicate the quantity and 
colors you'd like. Select 
from Purple, White, Rust 
or Yellow; more colors 
may be available the 
day of the sale.
If you can't pre-order, 
additional mums will be 
available for sale the 
day of the tour.  Limited 
quantities, so get your 
mums early.
Mums must be picked 
up on Sunday, Oct. 9, 
between 1-5 p.m., at 
5250 Bishop.

Around the neighborhood

The thirrd annual Road/Track Bicycle Show and Swap Meet 
was held at Balduck Park on Sunday, Aug. 28. Bike Tech 
and CEM Business Association co-sponsored the event.
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Marie’s landscaping service:  lawn care, weeding, small 
trees and bushes trimmed, trash hauled away, yard clean 
up, leaf raking, and snow removal. EEV resident. Call 
Marie 313-510-4470 

Are you in need of prayer, a minister to talk to, or want to 
join our praise team? Call Loria at 313-918-7731 

Roof leaks repaired with written guarantee. Gutters 
cleaned and repaired. New gutters and downspoutsº 
installed. Tuck pointing – porches and chimneys. Area resi-
dent. Call John at 313-886-3824. Free estimates.

Advertise here!
To place an ad, please call 313-216-1729 or email newsletter@eastenglishvillage.org

The EEV Newsletter printing and distribution is fully funded by our advertisers. PLEASE give them your business as appropri-
ate, LET THEM KNOW you have seen their ad and THANK THEM for their contribution! 

Please note: East English Village does not endorse these or any advertisers.

Garage doors repaired, adjusted and installed. Very rea-
sonable. Call Charles 313-778-3673.

Seniors’ Day Out – a monthly lunch program for seniors 55 and 
better. Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. at Bethany Church, 5901 Cadieux. 
For more information, 313-885-0909 or bethanydtr@sbcglobal.net

The Step Man — Concrete specialist. I do steps, porches 
and masonry work. Always working in the neighborhood. 
Call 586-709-6661.



We Love 

Referrals
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