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HAPPY
2011!

Calendar
Wednesday,
January 12: January
Community Meeting.
Speaker will be Paul
Max, EEV resident
and Chairperson for
St. Clare School
Commission and Sr.
Kathy Avery.

Save 
the Date
Wednesday,
February 9:
February
Community meeting,
security speaker
Wednesday, March
9: March
Community meeting
and EEV Potluck

Ihope the holidays of 2010
treated you and your
family well. December

always seems to fly by.
East English Village held

its annual Holiday party on
December 19 at St Clare of
Montefalco.

We had 170 neighbors
and friends drop by for din-
ner, caroling and a visit from
Santa. I would like to thank
Bob Drury, Becky Theimer
and Mike Kosmalski for
heading up the kitchen
again this year with an
Italian menu. Our beautiful
table and hall decorations
were inspired and supplied
by Latisha Johnson. This
year we had our own music
company of sorts — Fred
Vitale pulled together sever-
al neighbors to sing
Christmas carols and play

Happy New Year!

Just a few winter reminders:
1. Please keep your pets indoors or,

at least, in a shelter to protect them
from severe winter weather.

2.  Check on your senior neighbors.
The snow may make it difficult to do
simple errands and maintenance.

3. Remove the snow from your

walkways. The postal people do not
deliver if there is snow and ice at your
house — you might not get your mail
that day.

Baby it’s cold outside!

instruments. Of course the holi-
day party would not be com-
plete without our own Santa
Claus — Ray Kaiser. Santa was
in rare form again with a new

suit and a bigger smile this
year. Ray had a small stroke

At the holiday party

President’s Message

See PRESIDENT, 
next page 



this past fall and thankfully
has recovered and is in full
swing! Thanks to all the
servers, decorating and set
up teams and the cleanup
crew — and to all the neigh-
bors who brought desserts
and appetizers. Special
thanks to all the families
who donated prizes: the
O’Conners, Clevelands and
Scotts. We also named the 5
winners of the holiday home
decorating contest. The holi-
day rugs were delivered by
neighboring residents.

At the party we also wel-
comed three new couples to
EEV, from the suburbs and
the city. Thank you for
choosing EEV as your new
home.

We have many hot topics
and positive issues we need
to address this year to keep
our neighborhood one of
choice. The foreclosure
issues are still present but
we are working hard as
ever to keep the homes on
track. I have created a

vacant home property keep-
er position to help navigate
property care to maintain
the beauty of a home until
someone special calls it
home again. We are rework-
ing some programs to better
fit our needs and our 2011
calendar has been set. We
begin with hopes for a bet-
ter year for all of us — the
last two have been tough

not just here but globally.
We have learned to
strengthen our resolve to
make EEV and everywhere
we go a better place.

We continue to drive the
neighborhood for security
and safety but to also survey
what needs to be addressed.
We have so many great and
positive neighbors. For the
few who just don’t get what

a good neighbor is, we will
be ramping up our efforts
with Next Detroit and city
departments to improve
communication and act to
correct property and neigh-
borhood situations affect our
quality of life. Living in the
D is as cool as you make it.
Many of us know this and
we are proud to call the city
home.

House and market prices
have been selectively posi-
tive — better than last year
in Michigan — and many
neighbors who had been out
of work have found jobs.
Our general meetings have
been very successful and we
continue core programs such
as private security and sea-
sonal maintenance. Please
consider sending some dol-
lars in for your neighbor-
hood today via mail or
PayPal. I would like to thank
so many contributors to the
neighborhood funds. All of
us on some scale, big or
small, make a difference
each day here in EEV.

Happy New Year,
Bill Barlage

President

East English Village information
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Officers
President: William Barlage, 884-0554,
president@eastenglishvillage.org
1st Vice President: Terri Shaw,
vicepresident1@eastenglishvillage.org
2nd Vice President: Latisha Johnson,
410-8080, vicepresident2@easteng-
lishvillage.org
Treasurer: Tanya Cleveland, treasur-
er@eastenglishvillage.org
Secretary: Bee Davis, 882-3169, secre-
tary@eastenglishvillage.org

Street representatives
Outer Drive/Whittier: Harry Davis,
odwhittier@eastenglishvillage.org
Chandler Park: Barbara Pitts, chan-
dlerpark@eastenglishvillage.org
Kensington: Fred Vitale, 580-4905,
kensington@eastenglishvillage.org
Yorkshire: Brian Watson, 215-1428,
yorkshire@eastenglishvillage.org
Bishop: Mark Tirikian, 885-7521, bish-
op@eastenglishvillage.org
Grayton: Brad Dick, grayton@easteng-
lishvillage.org
Harvard: Joe Balistreri, 310-3957, har-
vard@eastenglishvillage.org
Cadieux: Erica Wilson, cadieux@east-
englishvillage.org

Mailing address
P.O. Box 241009, Detroit, MI 48224

Note: If you have questions or wish to volun-
teer for one of the committees, please use
the appropriate email address listed here or
call the EEV message line, 313-216-1729.

Committees
Commercial: Terry Shaw,
commercial@eastenglishvil-
lage.org
Residential Committee:
Beckie Themer, 882-3188, resi-
dential@eastenglishvillage.
org; Vacant Property, Marie
Cierpial 510-4470; Garden
Club, David Teeter 640-7627
gardenclub@eastenglishvil-
lage.org
Paid Security: Debbie Brady,
886-7360, security@easteng-
lishvillage.org
Senior Services: Susie
Rookard, seniorservices@east-
englishvillage.org
Newsletter Committee: Helen
Broughton, 244-5209, newslet-
ter@eastenglishvillage.org;

East English Village message
line: 313-216-1729 

association@eastenglishvillage.org

Diana McNary, layout@east-
englishvillage.org; Jackie
Cayton, Steve Babson, and
David Nicholson
Lost Pets: Karlene Trump,
882-2579
Volunteer Safety Patrol:
Marie Cierpial, 510-4470
Welcoming/Hospitality:
MaryBeth Strong, 886-6096,
welcome@eastenglishvil-
lage.org
Seasonal Maintenance:
Walter Strong, mainte-
nance@eastenglishvillage.org
Webmaster: Charlie
Ericson, webmaster@east-
englishvillage.org and Nancy
Brigham
Recycling: Fred Vitale,
recycle@eastenglishvillage.o
rg, 580-4905

Talented EEV residents stepped up to provide the music
for the holiday party.

President
Continued from Page 1



At a party the other day,
I sat listening to one of

our neighbors swinging
through a rendition of
“Benny & the Jets” off the
top of his head. The lyrics
were quickly brought up on
an I-Phone without missing
a beat and I caught myself
amazed at the talent of this
musician.

I think there is a lot of
that “creative class” here in
EEV, which is one of the
things that makes this an
interesting and rich place.
Our newsletter is a great
place to tell our own stories
and, because I would like to
encourage myself and my
neighbors to shop local
when seeking entertain-
ment, I’ve decided to
include a talent calendar of
events in the news.
Included will be listings of
artists, musicians and other
creative folks who have
scheduled performances or
exhibitions that we could

include in our social calen-
dars.

The list for this month is
limited, but I am certain
that there are other dates
that could be submitted for
the future. I encourage
those talented individuals
or others who support them
to send info to
eeveditor@gmail.com.

Cheryl English, Black
Cat Pottery

• Studio classes starting Jan.
6. The teaching schedule is
finally up as well. I'll be
teaching in the studio
Tuesdays (10 a.m.-1 p.m.)
and Thursdays (6-9 p.m.).
www.blackcatpottery.com

Diana McNary, Big Will
and the 360 Degrees Band
• Saturday, Jan. 22 at Motor
City Casino 10 p.m.-2 a.m.
• Saturday, Jan. 29 at
Ferndale Blues Fest at

Dino’s, 9:30 p.m.
www.bigwillonline.com
John Rutherford, Motor

City Brass Quintet
• Saturday, Jan. 22 —
Musicians of DSO at Our
Lady Star of the Sea, GPW
at 8:30 p.m.

www.brassjarmusic.com
Joe Balistreri,

pianist/organist
• Sundays at St. Matthew’s
Church, 10 a.m.
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Latisha Johnson, Yorkshire resident,
has started her own event planning

company. She generously donated dec-
orations for the EEV Holiday Party
including dressy table linens, creative
centerpieces and luster plate chargers
and the room looked beautiful!

Prestige Meetings & Events is a full-
service meeting and event planning
company. They do all the research and
planning, in addition to managing the
countless behind-the-scenes details to
ensure your event is an enormous suc-
cess. They are committed to providing
a value-added, informative service that
is completely stress-free, resulting in

perfect meeting and event solutions.
The core services include meeting

planning, event management, wedding
planning and specialty linen rental to
complete your vision.

From buttoned up corporate sales
meetings to star studded extravaganzas
to private home events, Prestige knows
how to put on a show! Whether you
lack meeting/event planning knowl-
edge, are understaffed or unable to take
on the time consuming task of planning
your event, let their experienced team
help you pull off an amazing event. For
a free consultation on your next private
or company event, give call 1-800-683-
7923 or check the website at www.pres-
tigedetroit.com.

Dressing up the Holiday Party

Prestige Meetings & Events provided
beautiful table decor for the party.

EEV talent calendar
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In October of last year, Wayne State
University Press published a new

book remembering labor rights
lawyer Ernie Goodman as part of
their Great Lakes Book Series. The
lead writer of the three-author team of
The Color of Law: Ernie Goodman,
Detroit, and the Struggle for Labor and
Civil Rights is Yorkshire resident Steve
Babson.

Steve Babson, a labor educator and
union activist, has lived in Detroit for
the last 32 years with his wife, Nancy
Brigham. He received his doctorate in
U.S. History in 1989 from Wayne State
University, where he also worked as
an instructor in the Labor Studies
Center from 1985 to 2006. Steve has
published six books, including
Working Detroit: The Making of a
Union Town and Lean Work:
Empowerment and Exploitation in the
Global Auto Industry. He is currently
newsletter editor for Local 6075,
AAUP/AFT, representing faculty and
academic staff at Wayne State.

In a working life that spanned half
a century, Ernie Goodman was one of
the nation’s preeminent defense attor-
neys for workers and the militant
poor. His remarkable career put him
at the center of the struggle for social
justice in the twentieth century, from
the sit-down strikes of the 1930s to the
Red Scare of the 1950s to the freedom
struggles, anti-war demonstrations,
and ghetto rebellions of the 1960s and
1970s. The Color of Law traces
Goodman’s journey through these
tumultuous events and highlights the
many moments when changing per-
ceptions of social justice clashed with
legal precedent.

Authors Steve Babson, Dave
Riddle, and David Elsila tell
Goodman’s life story, beginning with
his formative years as the son of
immigrant parents in Detroit’s Jewish
ghetto, to his early ambitions as a cor-
porate lawyer, and his conversion to
socialism and labor law during the
Great Depression. From Detroit to

Mississippi, Goodman saw police and
other officials giving the color of law
to actions that stifled freedom of
speech and nullified the rights of
workers and minorities. The authors
highlight Goodman’s landmark cases

in defense of labor and civil rights
and examine the complex relation-
ships he developed along the way
with individuals like Supreme Court
Justice and former Michigan governor
Frank Murphy, UAW president Walter
Reuther, Detroit mayor Coleman
Young, and congressman George
Crockett. Drawing from a rich collec-
tion of letters, oral histories, court
records, and press accounts, the
authors re-create the compelling story
of Goodman’s life.

The Color of Law demonstrates that
the abuse of power is non-partisan
and that individuals who oppose
injustice can change the course of
events. Anyone interested in legal his-
tory and the fight for civil rights in
America will appreciate this biogra-
phy of Ernie Goodman.

A second printing of the book is
available for sale online at wsu-
press.wayne.edu, or visit erniegood-
man.com for the latest information,
reviews, photos, and events surround-
ing The Color of Law.

Labor author publishes book



Meet Jazz! A three-year-old
Australian Shepherd mix,
Jazz has been through some
tough times. She came to
the Michigan Humane
Society’s Detroit Center for
Animal Care underweight
and with severe injuries, but
after seeing the veterinarian
and getting some much-
needed TLC, Jazz has
healed, gained 25 pounds
and is ready to find her forev-
er home. The adoption fee
includes sterilization surgery,
age-appropriate vaccinations
and much more. Please visit
or call (313) 872-3400 and
provide the pet ID number,
11674438.

MHS Pet 
of the Month
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Stepping into the back
office of Cellular HQ on

Warren at Audubon to
speak with owner, Robert
Patto, I caught the tail end
of phone call. “I’ll get you
something sweet,” he said
to the customer on the line.
By the end of our conversa-
tion, I realized that com-
ment summed up his busi-
ness approach.

Robert has been working
at the phone store at the cor-
ner of Warren and Audubon
for fifteen years. Starting
with selling beepers and cell
phones, he later purchased
the building and the busi-
ness. Years later, he exudes a
quiet pride in a newly reno-
vated space, the result of an
award for excellent cus-
tomer service from Boost
Mobile.

The store was one of five
Boost resellers in the coun-
try to receive an newly
designed and updated store
as a reward for outstanding
service. The façade was
painted and sports new
awnings. A curvy, black-
edged counter with glass
cases beneath stretches the
length of the lobby with a
wall of phone accessories
behind it.

While not a resident,
“I’ve seen all the kids grow-
ing up here,” he says. “I

love this neighborhood. It
feels like the suburbs to
me.” He gives back to the
community as well, this
year donating 200 new coats
to a local church for the hol-
iday.

You can get repairs, tech-
nical assistance, new
phones, pagers, cell phone
payments and service from
all national carriers includ-
ing Boost and Tmobile at
Cellular HQ. The shop usu-
ally opens at 10 a.m. and is
open till 8 most days. Or
call 886-8288 for some great
customer service.

Excellent
customer
service

rewarded

Robert Patto

Biz Buzz
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WJU Services - Bill Urbine. Landscaping General Labor,
Reasonable Rates. EEV Resident. Contact william.urbine@ att.net
or 313-434-3177. No job too big or small!

Lawn mowers and snowblowers for sale. $50 and up.
Call Michigan Lee 313-881-9524.

Roof leaks repaired with written guarantee. Gutters
cleaned and repaired. New gutters and downspouts installed.
Tuck pointing – porches and chimneys. Area resident. Call
John at 313-886-3824. Free estimates.

Do It Guys  — We will install, repair, service, fix or clean
just about anything! HW tanks, furnaces, appliances, A/C,
plumbing, cars, gutters, cement work, minor home repair.
EEV resident. Call Ray today at 313-885-3381 or 313-213-4087. 

Marie's Snow Removal, Property Cleanup, Trash
Hauling. EEV resident. 313-510-4470

Snowblowers for sale. $50 and up. Call Michigan Lee 313-
881-9524

Advertise here!
To place an ad, please call 313-216-1729 or email newsletter@eastenglishvillage.org

The EEV Newsletter printing and distribution is fully funded by our advertisers. PLEASE give them your busi-

ness as appropriate, LET THEM KNOW you have seen their ad and THANK THEM for their contribution!

Certified heating and cooling repair. EEV resident. Call
Bob at 313-885-7113

Forty-five inch antique oak pedestal table. $250 or best
offer. Antique maple desk chair $75. Call 882-3188.

Bucks Delicious Soul Food Dinners/Catering. Fridays
only. Call in orders by Wednesday. 313-918-7731 or
turnjj01@yahoo.com. Cash orders only. Dinners include one
entree, two sides plus cornbread. Entrees: Bar-BQ Ribs, Bar
BQ Chicken, Fried Tilapia, Cornish Hen, Roasted Chicken,
Fried Wing Dings. Sides: Collard Greens, Green Beans, Baked
Beans, Macaroni & Cheese, Broasted Potatoes, Scalloped
Potatoes. Desserts: Banana Pudding, Pound Cake, Sweet
Potato Pie Drinks: Soda pop (Orange, Cola, Lemon Lime),
Bottled Water, Diet Lemonade. Call to place your order and
arrange for pickup or delivery (2+meals within the EEV resi-
dential/business area.)
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We Love

Referrals




